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Sweden 9,5 Milj 

 410 335 km2    22 inv/ km2  
County of Stockholm 2,1Milj     6519 km2  299 inv/ km2  

City of Stockholm 

870 000 188 km2  4300 inv/km2 

Söderort 68 km2 3000 inv/km2 

Västerort 83 km2  3600 inv/ km2 

Innerstan 36 km2  8500 inv/ km2  
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Vision 2030 combining growth 

with sustainable development 

 200 000 more citizens 

 Denser city 

 Fossil free 2050 

 Waste use – recycling 

 Urban structure and green belts 

 Integrated sustainable solutions 

 Public Awareness  



No, we will not intruduse congestion tax! 

That is a clear promise! 

 



Political background 

 Soc Dem Promise 2002 not 

having congestion charges 

before 2007 

 Forced to accept a trial  

after election Sep 2002 

 Left – right issue 

• Conservatives changed side after 

election Sep 2006 

• Now all parties in favour of the 

scheme 

 



 15 Sep 2002  General election 

   2 June 2003  Request from city council 

 16 June 2004  New law   

   1 July 2004  Procurement to NRA 

   9 July 2004  IBM gets contract 

  1 aug 2004  Procurement appealed 

 30 march 2005  Final court decision  



 Improved public 

transport 22 Aug 2005 

 Congestion charging             

3 Jan-31 July 2006 

 Referendum 17 Sept 

2006 

 Restarted 1 Aug 2007 



Primary objectives of 

congestion charging 
  Reduced 

congestion 

  Increased 

accessibility  

  Better environment  



18 control points 

a charge is made when entering/ 

exiting  the centre of Stockholm 

Vänliga hälsningar, 

Monika Gerdhem, Jurist  

MILJÖFÖRVALTNINGEN 
VERKSAMHETSSTÖD 

Box 8136, 104 20 Stockholm  

Telefon: 08-508 28 897  

E-post: monika.gerdhem@stockholm.se 

www.stockholm.se/miljoforvaltningen 

www.stockholm.se  

 

 

mailto:monika.gerdhem@stockhom.se
http://www.stockholm.se/miljoforvaltningen
http://www.stockholm.se/miljoforvaltningen
http://www.stockholm.se/
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Congestion charges 

 20 % decrease in traffic 

 10 – 14 % decrease of emissions 

 2 – 10 % better air quality 

 Less human exposure 

 From huge opposition to broad 

majority in favor 

 



Basic principles from 1 Aug 2008 

 Charge both in and out  
 Car owner responsible 
 Charging without notice 
 Tax decisions once a month 
 Penalty fee (500 kr 50 €) – max 

once per car and month 
 Congestion tax deductible  
 Commandeer Car, whose owner 

hasn't paid the tax 
 July free month 

             Jan  Feb     March  April  

 

 

     Drivning                     Invoice                   last day of 

       payment 



All kinds of fears 

 1000 appeals/day 

 Stolen license plates 

 No one will pay 

 Everyone is going to cheat 

 It will not work technically 

 The authorities will monitor (spy 

on) every motorist 

 The retailers would go bankrupt 

 Companies will move from city 

center  
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2012-10-15 
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Significant decrease in travelling times 

morning rush hour 
 



Which cartrips has disappeared? 

arbete/skola

arbete/skola

tjänste

tjänste

inköp

inköp

fritid

fritid

övrigt

övrigt

Work/school -22% 

service -30% 

Shoping  -27% 

Spare time -23% 
other -33% 
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79 % of Stockholmers use public transit 

 in peek hours 





Public opinion 2005 – 2010  
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Support by city area 
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Did you change opinion during the trial? 
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Why was the trial a success? 

 It worked technically very 

well 

 People have known what to 

do 

 The traffic effects have 

exceeded the expectations 

 People have seen the benefits 

by themselves 

 Continuously measuring 

didn’t give room for rumour 

 It was for a just cause 

 



How much do pay in congestion tax 

 per month? 
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How does your car use change if  

the tax is doubled? 

78% 
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The congestion tax gives a net social surplus 

 The congestion charge gives a net 

social surplus of around 120 m $ per 

year 

– The trial is a net social deficit 

– Since the investment is a sunk cost, it’s 

socially profitable to carry on 

– The benefits outweigh the investment 

cost in 4 years 

– Short ”payback time” compared to 

road/rail investments (typically 15-25 

years) 

Total income 150 M $/year 

Operational cost  30 M $/year 

Net revenue 120 M $/ year 
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Gothenborg will get congestion charges from 

 1 jan 2013 
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Clean vehicles  

2001 – juli 2012 Stockholm County 
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City of Stockholm 45,87 per cent July 2012 

128 electrical vehicels registrated in the county 

Mål 

2015* 
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Infrastructure investments 

New tram 

lines 

New com-

mutertrain 

tunnel 

under the 

inner city  



New Bypass   North Link 

 



New tram lines 
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Cyclists have doubled the last 10 years 
 



Stockholm has 100 times better air quality 

today compared with 1965 



The airquality is getting better 
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2012-10-15 

We don’t fulfil standards P10 and NO2 



What happens now? 

 Stockholm has to meet European standards for  

PM10 and NO2 

 Congestion tax are now discussed as a tool 

– Differentiated for emissions 

– New tax on the by pas 

– Differentiated for different 

 control points 

– Differentiated for studded tyres 
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THANK YOU! 

 
 
 
 

 

gunnar.soderholm@stockholm.se 

 

www..stockholm.se/international 


